To:

EU COM president Ursula von der Leyen

EU COM vice-president Maros Sefcovic

EU Commissioner for Energy and Housing Dan Jorgensen

EU Commissioner for Climate, Net Zero and Growth Wopke Hoekstra

EU COM Executive Vice-President for a Clean, Just and Competitive Transition Teresa
Ribera

June 2026

US Organizations Urge the European Union to Resist Fossil Fuel Lobbying and
Preserve Methane Regulation

Dear EU Commissioners,

We, the 96 undersigned US civil society organizations and representatives of communities
directly affected by heavily polluting and climate wrecking liquefied natural gas (LNG) export
facilities, reach out to you to express our deepest concerns regarding your attempt to

propose EU Member States to exempt polluters from the penalty regime under the EU
Methane Regulation (EUMR - (EU) 2024/1787).

Since the Trump-Juncker deal of July 2018 when Trump adopted the same tariff-threatening
playbook he’s using now, the US has forcibly and rapidly become the largest LNG supplier to
Europe. Now, given the ongoing disruptions to Qatari LNG exports for which the US and

Israel are directly responsible, the US could account for 80% of EU LNG imports by 2028,
despite being the most expensive for European buyers.

According to the 2025 Joint Statement on a United States-European Union framework on an
agreement on reciprocal, fair and balanced trade, both regions “commit to cooperate on
ensuring secure, reliable, and diversified energy supplies”. However, the US has done
absolutely everything possible to actively deprive Europe from secure, reliable and
diversified energy supplies and is therefore in breach of its commitment. The Trump
administration is using its “energy dominance” agenda to openly blackmail the Union into
lowering its climate and_human right standards, including on methane.

Leading experts on the methane regulation have countered the US government’s arguments
as overstated, also outlining that the enforcement regime does not endanger EU energy
security. They encourage the EU to stick to its methane rules, while energy market analysts
encourage it to invest in alternatives to gas to reduce exposure to volatile global energy
markets.

The EU seemed to agree when it announced its intention to end the bloc’s fossil fuel
dependency. The necessary measures to make that happen, together with projections of gas
demand reduction in Europe by 23% in 2030 mean the amount of gas the EU will need to
import in the future will be significantly less than currently, minimising the need for LNG
imports.


https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-plans-three-year-waiver-penalties-oil-gas-firms-that-breach-methane-law-2026-05-28/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-plans-three-year-waiver-penalties-oil-gas-firms-that-breach-methane-law-2026-05-28/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/us-lng-europe-after-trump-juncker-agreement
https://www.acer.europa.eu/monitoring/MMR/LNG_market_developments_2026
https://www.acer.europa.eu/monitoring/MMR/LNG_market_developments_2026
https://ieefa.org/articles/europe-source-two-thirds-its-lng-imports-us-2026-dependence-deepens
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/joint-statement-united-states-european-union-framework-agreement-reciprocal-fair-and-balanced-trade-2025-08-21_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/joint-statement-united-states-european-union-framework-agreement-reciprocal-fair-and-balanced-trade-2025-08-21_en
https://www.business-humanrights.org/de/neuste-meldungen/eu-usa-and-qatar-urge-eu-to-repeal-csddd-or-remove-key-provisions-in-joint-letter/
https://www.politico.eu/article/under-us-pressure-eu-softens-climate-superpollutant-methane-rules/
https://gasoutlook.com/analysis/interview-jonathan-stern-on-u-s-pressure-to-scrap-eu-methane-regulation/
https://gasoutlook.com/analysis/interview-jonathan-stern-on-u-s-pressure-to-scrap-eu-methane-regulation/
https://www.ecologic.eu/20531
https://www.ecologic.eu/20531
https://ieefa.org/resources/one-hundred-days-disruption-how-iran-war-exposes-europes-energy-vulnerabilities
https://ieefa.org/resources/one-hundred-days-disruption-how-iran-war-exposes-europes-energy-vulnerabilities
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_629
https://ieefa.org/articles/europe-source-two-thirds-its-lng-imports-us-2026-dependence-deepens

But all of that is not only about markets and supply chains. For us it's also about the dire
impacts of US LNG export facilities and fracking production fields on our daily lives as well
as the significant impact on the climate of the planet, which we and all future generations
depend upon.

Indigenous peoples, people of color, and low-income communities living near LNG export
terminals are treated as “sacrifice zones,” bearing the brunt of the impacts. Communities
near LNG terminals and associated gas infrastructure are exposed to harmful air pollutants
including NOXx, particulate matter, and various hazardous pollutants (toluene, benzene, etc.),
known to cause cancers, respiratory illness, and birth defects through prolonged exposure.

All operational LNG terminals in the United States have_violated air pollution limits. LNG
facilities are not only hazardous to nearby human health, but put communities at risk of
explosions. Additionally, the operations and the construction of US LNG terminals have had
a dire_impact on the livelihoods of fishermen and marine ecosystems in the Gulf South.

The structural human rights violations that are already occurring and are expected to take
place in the future as a result of these projects are also enabled by the imports to Europe.
The European Union has a responsibility in this regard. Implementing a strong and robust
EUMR would help partially address these issues.

Directly linked and intertwined to those environmental and human rights violations is also the
evidence showing LNG exports displace renewable energy and drive up emissions, making
them incompatible with a habitable climate. The high methane intensity of the US gas
industry (including LNG terminals) has been very well documented and shouldn’t be ignored.
Meanwhile, in the US, the Trump administration has dismantled methane emissions data

collection, regulations. and enforcement, making the EUMR the last opportunity to apply
methane intensity targets to US LNG.

The EUMR has been designed to concretely reduce methane emissions along supply chains
and therefore tackle runaway and dangerous climate chaos, which partially already unfolds
in a costly manner for our economies due to decades of unfulfilled promises and
misinformation by the oil and gas industry. Without legal requirements, the industry won'’t
move. It needs to be forced to do so and the penalty regime of the EUMR is the enforcement
tool. Without it the whole regulation is worth nothing.

Europe still has the chance to lead by example! Now is the time to stand with us firmly
against the bully attempts of the Trump administration by upholding Europe’s methane rule
and climate leadership.

Do not let polluters get away with sacrificing communities and driving the world into climate
catastrophe. Let’s work together on both sides of the Atlantic for a sustainable, liveable and
affordable future. Please reject industry’s pressure to weaken and exempt polluters from
EU’s methane rule.

We are available to discuss these matters in further detail to help inform your
decision-making.


https://psr.org/resources/fracking-compendium-9/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/oct/29/liquefied-natural-gas-terminal-pollution-limits
https://www.eenews.net/articles/explosion-shuts-down-major-u-s-lng-terminal-for-weeks/
https://www.wwno.org/coastal-desk/2026-03-09/louisianas-lng-exports-are-driving-out-fishermen-and-driving-up-utility-bills-across-the-u-s
https://www.wwno.org/coastal-desk/2026-03-09/louisianas-lng-exports-are-driving-out-fishermen-and-driving-up-utility-bills-across-the-u-s
https://oilchange.org/publications/failing-the-climate-test/
https://oilchange.org/publications/failing-the-climate-test/
https://www.youtube.com/@OilfieldWitness
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/13/climate/trump-methane.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/13/climate/trump-methane.html
https://exxonknew.org/

Sincerely,
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